CLUB RUN FROM EAST HAGBOURNE  -  MEDIUM RUN (5 MILES)

Turn left out of the car park and follow the main road round into the village passing the Fleur de Lys on your left, a little way past this on the RIGHT hand side take the footpath   (opposite the best kept village sign) – take care not to fall into the stream which goes down both sides of the path!

The path bends to the left (by a seat) – ignore the first footpaths to the right by the seat but bear left and turn right onto the next footpath  (at telegraph pole) and follow it across the 2 fields of maize and keep straight ahead over an uncultivated field to a narrow footbridge.  Cross this bridge into the next field and follow path along left hand side of field to stile.  Over the stile into the copse – IGNORE THE STILE IMMEDIATELY AHEAD and turn RIGHT through the trees to the next stile on left.  Over the stile and keep straight ahead on this path until it eventually turns into a concrete farm track which takes you into Blewbury village.
Cross the road and bear RIGHT (into Westbrook Street)  keep to the right side of the road for 200yds until you find a footpath on your RIGHT (by the ‘School’ road sign).  Turn onto the PATH NOT THE DRIVEWAY next to it (!) and keep on this path*, through a tunnel of trees and then straight across the fields to Upton village.  Keep straight ahead until the footpath turns into a track then a lane which eventually bears left and then take the first right into Church Street and follow this road round, past the church.  The road eventually bends left  (ignore the footpath on the right at Newmans Close) but continue another 100 yds and take the next footpath on your RIGHT (Chapel Furlong) which takes you onto the old railway embankment (now a cycle track).  Run up onto this and continue until the first junction - come down OFF the embankment going straight ahead and at the blue/white barrier take the narrow tarmac path on your RIGHT back to Hagbourne  This comes into the churchyard, go through the churchyard, out of the gate and follow the lane to the junction by the cross***, turn LEFT and follow the road back round to the car park.

LONG RUN (7 MILES – BUT INCLUDES A STEEP CLIMB & DESCENT)
Turn left out of the car park and follow the main road round into the village passing the Fleur de Lys on your left, a little way past this on the RIGHT hand side take the footpath   (opposite the best kept village sign) – take care not to fall into the stream which goes down both sides of the path!

The path bends to the left (by a seat) – ignore the first footpaths to the right by the seat but bear left and turn right onto the next footpath  (at telegraph pole) and follow it across the 2 fields of maize and keep straight ahead over an uncultivated field to a narrow footbridge.  Cross this bridge into the next field and follow path along left hand side of field to stile.  Over the stile into the copse – IGNORE THE STILE IMMEDIATELY AHEAD and turn RIGHT through the trees to the next stile on left.  Over the stile and keep straight ahead on this path until it eventually turns into a concrete farm track which takes you into Blewbury village.

Cross the road and bear right into Westbrook Street and follow this road to the junction with the main street.  Turn LEFT into the main street and keep on this until the garage, cross the road and turn RIGHT up Woodway Road.  Keep going up the hill (approx 3/4 mile climb I’m afraid!) and look carefully for a footpath sign on your RIGHT (well hidden by grass and bushes usually but I’ll mark with red/white tape).  Over the stile at the top of the bank, turn right and follow footpath going downhill, over a couple of stiles, through the horses, where the path crosses a track near the bottom  go straight ahead into a narrow tree tunnel and you are back out into Blewbury main street.

Turn LEFT  onto the main street and then take the 2nd RIGHT  (Westbrook Street).  Go down this road  and take the 2nd footpath  on your left by the ‘school’ road sign (not  the DRIVEWAY next to it!) and keep on this path*, through a tunnel of trees  and then straight across the fields to Upton village.  Keep straight ahead until the footpath turns into a track then a lane which eventually bears left and then take the first right into Church Street and follow this road round, past the church.  The road eventually bends left  (ignore the footpath on the right at Newmans Close) but continue another 100 yds and take the next footpath on your RIGHT (Chapel Furlong) which takes you onto the old railway embankment (now a cycle track).  Run up onto this and continue until the first junction  – come down OFF the embankment  and go straight ahead and at the blue/white barrier take the narrow tarmac path on your RIGHT back to Hagbourne  This comes into the churchyard, go through the churchyard, out of the gate and follow the lane to the junction by the cross***, turn LEFT and follow the road back round to the car park.

SHORT RUN (2.5 MILES)
Turn left out of the car park and follow the main road round into the village passing the Fleur de Lys on your left, a little way past this on the RIGHT hand side take the footpath   (opposite the best kept village sign) – take care not to fall into the stream which goes down both sides of the path!

The path bends to the left (by a seat) – ignore the first footpaths to the right by the seat but bear left and turn right onto the next footpath  (at telegraph pole) and follow it across the 2 fields of maize where another path crosses it.

Turn left here and  keep straight ahead on this narrow path until you reach the old railway embankment now a sustrans cycle track.  Join the cycle track briefly (circa 100yds) then take the right hand fork down off the track and at the blue and white barrier turn right onto a narrow tarmac path which will take you back into Hagbourne along Shovel Brook (see the nice notice board at the end made by the children of East Hagbourne Primary School)**.  Go through the churchyard, out of the gate the other end and follow the lane to the junction by the cross***, turn left and follow the road back round to the car park.
*This path is the Coffin Path – used in the distant mists of time to carry the dead from Upton to Blewbury churchyard for burial.  

**Shovel Brook has been cleared and tided by the children of the village school who have drawn some marvellous pictures of things that live in and around the brook which you can see on the board just before coming into the churchyard.

***For any Dr Who fans, the cross was used in one of the series (photos of this in the Fleur de Lys).

